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Conversely, the misappreciation of " the nature of
the subject" explains, to a large extent, the impotence
of our armies on the Loire m 1870-71. The mass-levy,
revolutionary m its essence, decreed by the dictator
Gambetta, ill suited a certain type of mind* which
issued from the imperial armies and had been trained
to expect little more than order, method and perfect
regularity in an armed force.

To take a more immediate example, it is in the same
spnit that fighting in open order (ordre en tirailleurs)
may be understood as a normal form of fighting and as
having to be rationally and quite soundly developed
until it becomes that " rush of a team" which turns
a modern battle into a struggle between armed crowds.

It is doubtful whethei such methods can be applied
with success where the private has no direct interest
in war and is not the true defender of a national
cause.

It is not likely that such methods would succeed
where you have an army of mercenaries, or of old
soldiers, as in the case of the present1 English army,
which necessarily makes an appeal to steadfastness
and discipline in the ranks m order to make up for the
moral qualities of man, for individual valour and
initiative, the same applies to an army, such as the
Austrian, composed 01 various races, of heterogeneous
elements, each with distinct aspirations.

Now, what arguments shall we find for this new sort
of war, more and more national in its origins and ends,
more and more powerful in its means, more and more
impassioned, a war which does away with all systems
founded on positive quantities; ground, position, arma-
ment, supply, a war which consigns to the background
the possession of ferritory, the capture of towns, the
conquest and occupation of stiong positions. What
arguments are the supporters of such a war to use?
Failing the systems they discard, what methods do
they propose to use ? What conduct will they adopt ?
What will be their starting-point and what their end ?
By what principle shall such war live ?

As we have already seen, and, for general reasons
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